CHAPTER

Shadows Over Congress

THE Thirty-fifth Congress was assembling amidst these territorial
alarums and excursions. The explosive situation which surrounded
the convening lawmakers this December, 1857, was unprecedented. An
unheralded conjunction of tensions was to confuse and complicate the
labors of Congress and to draw its bewildered members into a whirling
vortex.
Three behavior patterns were affected by mounting tensions almost
simultaneously, producing a phenomenon previously unknown in the
nation's history. The successful organization of the new Republican
party underlined the possibility of a new deal in political power. The
panic of 1857 was marking the violent end of a period of economic ex-
pansion. The first signs had recently heralded the coming of a revival
in religion, which would mark a climax in the emotional life of the
nation. Much of the confusion and chaotic clash which were to destroy
the capacity for statesmanship and plunge the nation into civil war arose
from this unusual, simultaneous mounting of tensions, political, eco-
nomic, and religious.
The panic had been in the making all summer and finally shattered
public confidence at the approach of fall. World conditions, overbuying
abroad, overproduction at home, overbuilding of railroads, too wide
freezing of money in unproductive real estate speculation, and an un-
regulated and chaotic banking structure, which had leaned too heavily
upon inflated collateral, were responsible. A house of cards falls easily*
The Crimean War had upset world economy, taking Russian wheat
off the market and increasing the sale of American grain. With the war
pver, this extra demand stopped, curtailing the income of American
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